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For the fourth consecu-

tive year, JYL volunteers 

greeted runners and 
handed out water, Ga-

torade, and GU Energy 

Gel at the Annual Mis-

sissippi Blues Marathon 

& Half-Marathon. Stellar 

weather, great runners 

and enthusiastic volun-

teers made for a wonder-

ful event. Over 2,000 

competitors from 47 

states and several other 

countries, including the 

District of Columbia, 

Australia, England, Ger-
many, Kenya and Ethio-

pia, registered to partici-

pate in the Marathon 

and Half-Marathon. 

Money raised by the 

event will benefit the 

Mississippi Blues Com-

mission, which supports 

Blues initiatives 

throughout the state. In 

addition to supporting 

the Mississippi Blues 

Commission, the race's 

economic benefits to the 
Jackson area are signifi-

cant. The Jackson Con-

vention and Visitors Bu-

reau estimates that the 

Blues Marathon contrib-

uted $389,648 to the city 

of Jackson’s economy in 

2009, the most recent 

year for which data are 

available. With many 

more participants this 

year, the race likely 

brought a much greater 

economic punch. Not 

only were JYL members 

able to help with the 

event, but it was a great 

way to celebrate the 

birthday of Mississippi 

native Elvis Presley and 

to celebrate the Missis-
sippi Blues. Special 

thanks to JYL’s team of 

willing and good spirited 

volunteers, which in-

cluded Nakimuli Davis, 

Roslyn Griffin, Alicia 

Hall, Tiffany Paige, 

Brooke Tarleton, James 

Findley, and Tiffany 

Grove.  

By Tiffany Piazza Grove 

Ms. Grove is the Co-Chair 
of JYL’s Community Ser-

vice Committee and an 
Associate at Williford, 
McAllister & Jacobus, 

LLP 

 

 

OF NOTE 
 

Please make plans to join us 

for our February social on 

Thursday, February 17, 

from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at 

Nick’s. 

 

Lace up your running shoes 

and get ready for the Legal 

Beagle, scheduled for Satur-

day, March  12, 2011.  A 

registration form is on the 

last page of this newsletter. 

 

Our next membership 

meeting will be our annual 

CLE meeting, Friday, 

March 25, 2011, at noon at 

Hal & Mal’s.  Judge Kenny 

Griffis will discuss Legal 

Writing from a Judicial Per-

spective.  1 hour of free 

CLE credit will be given to 

all attendees.   

 

Submissions to the news-

letter or suggestions for 

newsletter pieces may be 

made to JYL Executive Di-

rector Danielle Ireland. 

We’d love your input! 

 

Past issues of our news-

letter can be found on our 

website.  

 

JYL Service Committee Supports Blues 

Marathon 

mailto:jacksonyounglawyers@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter
http://www.jacksonyounglawyers.com


PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

     JYL started the new year off 
with a huge turnout at our Janu-
ary membership meeting.  Thanks 
to the efforts of our Speakers 
Chair, Mason Lowe, we welcomed 
Curtis Wilkie, author of the book 
Fall of the House of Zeus:  The Rise 
and Ruin of America’s Most Power-
ful Trial Lawyer.  Mr. Wilkie dis-
cussed his popular book on the 
Scruggs bribery scandal, and en-
tertained with stories of his expe-
riences in researching and writing 
the book.   Many thanks to all who 
attended and made this such a 
great event. 
 
     As we inch toward spring, JYL has several other exciting 
events coming up.  The annual Legal Beagle 5K walk/run is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 12.  Please fill out the enclosed 
registration form, and urge your friends and co-workers to par-
ticipate as well.  This is always a great opportunity to see your 
fellow young lawyers, enjoy the (hopefully) beautiful spring 
weather, and get some exercise while raising money for a good 
cause.  JYL donates all proceeds from this event to the Missis-
sippi Volunteer Lawyers Project.  I hope to see many of you 
there. 

 
     Also in March, we will have our annual CLE membership 
meeting.  On March 25, Judge Kenny Griffis of the Mississippi 
Court of Appeals will give us his pointers on effective legal writ-
ing.  Please make plans to join us for this meeting, to enjoy 
lunch with your fellow JYL members 
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2009-2010 JYL OFFICERS &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Mary Clay Morgan, President 

mmorgan@babc.com 

 

Melissa Rose, President-Elect 

mrose@pagekruger.com 

 

Corey Hinshaw, Immediate Past-

President 

chinshaw@watkinseager.com 

 

Jennie Pitts, Secretary 

jpitts@cglawms.com 

 

Lindsay Thomas, Treasurer 

lthomas@watkinsludlam.com 

 

Tiffany Graves, Director 

tgraves@cmslawyers.com 

 

Brad Moody, Director 

bmoody@bakerdonelson.com 

 

Michael Bentley, Director 

mbentley@babc.com 

 

Marlena Pickering, Director 

mpickering@bakerdonelson.com 

If you are 37 or 

younger, or have 

practiced law for 

fewer than three 

years, you are  

eligible for  

membership in JYL. 

MEMBERSHIP & DUES 

     Membership in Jackson Young Lawyers is open to any duly li-

censed member of the Mississippi Bar who is a resident of the greater 

Jackson, Mississippi metropolitan area and is either 37 years of age or 

younger, or has been a member of the Mississippi Bar for less than 

three years.  

     Annual membership dues are $100 and are billed once a year for 

each member.  (Membership dues are waived for government and 

public-interest employees in their first year of practice and are $50 

per year thereafter.)  The dues cover JYL luncheons, newsletters, pro-

jects, and social functions during the year. 
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     JYL was privileged to wel-

come Curtis Wilkie, author of 
The Fall of the House of Zeus: 
The Rise and Ruin of Ameri-
ca’s Most Powerful Trial Law-
yer, as the guest speaker at 
the January 7, 2011 meeting 

at Hal & Mal’s.  Mr. Wilike, a 
Mississippi native, spoke in 

front of a packed room, 
providing insight into his 

most recent book about the 
history of politics in Missis-

sippi, culminating in the Dick 

Scruggs bribery scandal. 

 

     Wilkie pointed out that 
Zeus provides information 

that the average follower of 
the scandal was not privy to 

as the events unfolded in 
2008 and 2009.  His book is 

the product of hours of inter-
views with the characters 

and, as he noted, is written 
more from Dick Scruggs’s 

point of view than other au-

thors’ recounts of the events. 

              

   Wilkie described Zeus as a      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

political story about how poli-
ticians have been scratching 

each others’ backs and 
“fixing” things in this state all 

of his life.  The Scruggs story 
is one that is bigger and 
broader than one criminal 

case.  Many of the main char-
acters in Wilkie’s book are 

personal friends of his and, 
as he admitted, some have 

become former friends since 

the book came out. 

Wilkie attributes the great 

success of his book to four 

things:  his own honesty and 

attempt to eliminate any bias 
while telling the story, coop-

eration by the entire Scruggs 
family, cooperation of the 

prosecutors, and that virtual-
ly every character in the book 

agreed to speak with him. 

 

     If you were unable to at-

tend the January JYL meet-

ing, you still have an oppor-

tunity to hear Wilkie speak in 

Jackson.  Along with Alan 

Lange and Tom Dawson, co-

authors of Kings of Tort, he 

will be speaking on Tuesday, 

March 15th at Millsaps Col-

lege about the status of tradi-

tional media and how new 

media, such as blogs, affect 

public perception.   

 

By Missy Rose 

Ms. Rose is the President-Elect 

of JYL and an associate at 

Page Kruger & Holland , P.A.  

     . 
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Author Curtis Wilkie Discusses Book at JYL Luncheon 
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JYL and CABA Lawyers Socialize at Annual Holiday Party 
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Continued from Page 2: President’s Corner 

and earn some free CLE at the 
same time.  The meeting will be 
at noon at Hal & Mal’s, and 
you will earn one hour of free 
CLE credit. 
 
     Finally, I’m very excited 
that JYL will be awarding its 
first community grant this 
year.  Spence Young, chair of 
the Outreach Committee, and 
Tiffany Graves, the board liai-
son to that committee, have 
been working hard to draft a 
grant application and a proto-
col for awarding the grant to a 

worthy local charity.  The grant 
application will be released soon, 
so please watch out for it, and 
forward it to any local nonprofits 
that you are involved with.  After 
applications are received, JYL 
committee members will evalu-
ate the applications and make 
site visits to the top applicants 
before choosing the recipient.  If 
you would like to get involved in 
this process, please contact 
Spence Young at sy-
oung@wellsmar.com.  This grant 
will be a lasting and visible way 
for JYL to share its resources 

with local charities and make a 
difference in our community.  
 
     As always, please contact me 
or any other board member if 
you’d like to get involved in a 
committee, or if you have any 
ideas about how JYL can better 
serve its members.  I’d love to 
hear your input.  

 

 by  Mary Clay W. Morgan 

Mrs. Morgan is an associate at Bradley 

Arant Boult Cummings LLP and the 

current President of JYL. 

mailto:syoung@wellsmar.com
mailto:syoung@wellsmar.com
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New Third Thursday Happy Hour for Young Lawyers 

     Beginning next 
month, on March 17, 
Hal & Mal’s is offering 
Third Thursdays to 
Young Lawyers.  This 
happy hour event will 
take place each month 
in the Brew Pub and Pa-
tio at Hal & Mal’s from 5 
– 7pm and will feature 
appetizer and drink spe-

cials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     For March, the drink 
specials will be $3 draft 
beer, $4 well drinks, and 
$6 martinis. This is a 
great opportunity for 
young attorneys to so-
cialize and network. We 

hope to see you there! 



Where Are They Now? 
With Former JYL President Wilson Montjoy  

     Wilson Montjoy practices law at Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens 

& Cannada. He is recommended as a preeminent authority in 

LNG and pipeline matters and is an expert in tax planning and 

litigation. Chambers and Partners – the leading publisher of 

guides and directories for the legal profession – applauds “his 

great experience, his knowledge and his excellent connections in 

the industry.” He is active in the community and has served the 

American Bar Association on the Board of Governors, House of 

Delegates, Nominating Committee, and as an officer of the Envi-

ronment, Energy, and Resources Law Section and the Young Law-

yers Division.  Before then, he served as JYL President during the 

1987-88 membership year.  

 

JYL:  As a former Jackson Young Lawyers President, what is your 

advice to young lawyers as they transition from law school to 

practice? 

 

Wilson Montjoy:  The law can be a great career, one which is very 

rewarding on many different levels.  However, it can also be 

something less and there are too many lawyers, especially young 

lawyers, who are dissatisfied with the practice of law.  While the 

factors that make the difference are many, one is passion.  In the 

long term, your practice will be much more rewarding if you are 

doing something you truly enjoy.  Certainly, in this economic cli-

mate, the initial objective may be to simply find and keep a job.  

However, as young lawyers mature in the practice of law, I en-

courage each to find out what excites and energizes them and to 

take steps to pursue their career in that area, even if it means a 

switch to another department in a large law firm or a move to a 

completely different practice setting.  Chances are, you will be-

come the finest lawyer you can be and will find the greatest re-

wards doing that which you most enjoy.   

 

Additionally, keep in mind that lawyers are uniquely positioned 

to give back to their profession and to the public through pro bono 

work and other types of public service, such active involvement in 

bar associations and civic involvement.  I would encourage all 

young lawyers to expand their ambitions beyond merely earning a 

living to include working to make a difference. 

 

JYL:  What philosophy defines you and your practice as you have 

grown from first-year Associate to Partner? 

 

Answer:  It’s hard to say what defines me, but I would like to 

think that I always strive for excellence, from providing the most 

effective representation of the client to serving our profession, our 

community and those who need our help but cannot afford it.  

 

JYL:   What is your favorite thing about the practice of law? 

 

Answer:   The challenges.  Our clients place a great deal of trust 

and confidence in us to help them achieve their desired objectives.   

 

We are also often given the unique opportunity to work at the 

highest corporate levels or to serve individuals at times when their 

needs are greatest.  Sometimes the challenge is to think out of the 

box and craft a novel solution, while at others it may be to achieve 

a result against the odds.  Whatever the setting, applying creativi-

ty, intelligence and hard work to provide a solution to a client’s 

problems or need is what I enjoy most.   

 

JYL:  What is your advice to young lawyers as they begin to deal 

with the stress of the practice of law? 

 

Answer:   There has been a lot written about life/work balance, 

and justifiably so, because it is a major challenge for all lawyers.  

Good lawyers are in demand and one thing that makes them good 

is that they place a high priority on promptly serving client needs.  

Also, any system in which one makes a living by selling one’s time 

is bound to create conflict between time spent billing hours and 

time devoted to personal life.  We all struggle with it.  Just remem-

ber that one seldom looks back over a long career and wishes that 

he or she had spent more nights and weekends at the office.  While 

maintaining an appropriate life/work balance is difficult, particu-

larly in the seductive environment when more hours billed typi-

cally means more income, it is an issue which one must constantly 

address and lawyers must constantly remind themselves of the 

value of quality time outside the practice. 

 

JYL:  What is your advice to the incoming or current JYL Presi-

dent? 

 

Answer:  In addition to being a former President of the JYL, I have 

had the honor to serve as an officer in young lawyer and senior 

bar groups within both the Mississippi and American Bar Associa-

tions.  Many of those organizations, like JYL, are voluntary bars.  

As such, lawyers have to be persuaded that it is an appropriate 

place to give their time, dues money and effort.  Particularly in this 

economy, where there is such an emphasis on simply finding a job 

and earning a living, it is a challenge to compete for the time and 

membership dollars of lawyers.  Consequently, my advice is to 

provide something of value.  Bar associations can provide many 

things of value to lawyers, such as opportunities for professional 

advancement, networking opportunities, and opportunities to 

provide service to the profession and the public.  Indeed, I have 

found that young lawyer associations, on the local, state and na-

tional level, are the places where much of the bar’s public service 

work occurs. The JYL has a long tradition of providing value to its 

members and I encourage its current and future officers to contin-

ue that tradition. 

 

by Tray Hairston.  

Mr. Hairston is an associate with Balch & Bingham, LLP and the Co-

Chair of the JYL Newsletter Committee. 
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