1

Dicamba Complaints
Overwhelm
State Agencies
Page 2

J A C K S O N Y O U N G L AW Y E R S

December 2017

JYL President’s Corner — December 2017
We are off to a
fantastic start for
2017-18! At the
fall swearing in
ceremony, Andrew
Harris and I got to
congratulate (and
hopefully recruit)
the newest members
of our bar. It was
Alicia Hall
President,
great to see new
Jackson Young Lawyers
faces at our October
and December membership meetings.
Our annual cornhole tournament was
a good time as always, raising $3,000
for the Boys and Girls Club of Central
Mississippi. I want to personally thank
our event sponsors, silent auction donors,
and planning gurus who worked hard to
ensure that we had a successful event: Paul
Rosenblatt, Lane Bobo, John Dollarhide,

Laura Elizabeth Tate, and Maggie Kate Bobo.
For the second year in a row, I tried to really
“help” our silent auction and came home
with a car-full of items. As I reminded my
husband, it’s for a good cause.
Thanks to those of you who came to be
merry with us at our Holiday Social on
December 14. Christopher Lomax again
generously provided his space at Mantle in
Fondren. We wore tacky sweaters, collected
donations for Magnolia Speech School, and
enjoyed free food and drinks with friends.
A few snapshots of the festivities are below.
Finally, go ahead and mark your calendar for
our Legal Beagle 5K on March 10, 2018. All
proceeds benefit the Mississippi Volunteer
Lawyers Project. I look forward to seeing
you all soon, and Happy New Year!
- Alicia Hall, President, Jackson Young Lawyers
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Dicamba Complaints Overwhelm
State Agencies

A

griculture is the largest industry
in Mississippi, employing 29% of the
state’s workforce either directly or indirectly.
This year, Mississippi farmers have kept a
close eye on the industry’s approval and
use of new formulations of the herbicide
dicamba, in conjunction with the release
of newly developed dicamba-tolerant seeds. Dicamba targets and kills broadleaf
weeds, but traditionally was used only in pastures, on range lands, and in other
non-crop settings. This is because dicamba was known to be volatile, meaning it
became airborne easily and was susceptible to drifting off-target, thereby posing
a threat to neighboring crops. However, due to “super-weeds” becoming resistant
to common herbicides such as glyphosate (the active ingredient in Roundup®),
herbicide manufacturers, like Monsanto, developed purportedly less volatile
formulations of dicamba, which were advertised to be far less likely to drift offtarget when used as directed. Unfortunately, the roll-out of the new dicamba

formulations and the dicamba-tolerant seeds has been marred by controversy.
First, in 2016, dicamba-tolerant seeds beat the new dicamba spray formulations
to market. While manufacturers provided express written warnings that
farmers should not use any old dicamba formulations to treat its new dicambatolerant seeds (in addition to this practice being outlawed by the EPA),
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there were simply no new dicamba
formulations approved for use. As could
be expected, many farmers used old, driftprone formulations that had not been
approved for in-crop use. Neighboring
farmers began filing class action lawsuits
against dicamba manufacturers, alleging
that this older, more volatile dicamba
formula drifted onto their farmlands and
damaged their non-dicamba tolerant
crops. The lawsuits also alleged that the
manufacturers either encouraged the illegal
spraying or, at a minimum, should have
known it would occur.
Second, in 2017, despite EPA-approved
dicamba formulations entering the market,
complaints of crop damage, allegedly due
to dicamba drift, flooded multiple state
agencies. While the impacted farmers allege
that their crop damage occurred because the
new formulations are as volatile as the old
formulations, the dicamba manufacturers
attribute the damage to farmers’ and
applicators’ lack of adherence to the
stringent federal and state requirements for
dicamba use (i.e., spraying “off-label”).

continued on page 3

Dicamba Complaints Overwhelm State Agencies, continued from page 2

3

Whatever the cause, 2017 has seen a startling increase in complaints made by farmers to
state agencies as compared to data from 2016. Our firm has been tracking and processing
this data on a state-by-state basis:

our analysis of search engine activity
indicates that searches for “dicamba lawsuit”
increased by 20% over the prior week.
Similarly, we saw a 194% increase in queries
for “dicamba drift” between October 18, 2017
and October 24, 2017. While loss of yield is
the most obvious measure of damages, the
spectrum of potential damages and theories
of liability and recovery, much like the future
of dicamba, remains uncertain.

DICAMBA DRIFT COMPLAINTS AS OF NOVEMBER 6, 2017
STATE
1. Arkansas
2. Illinois
3. Indiana
4. Iowa
5. Kansas
6. Minnesota
7. Mississippi
8. Missouri
9. South Dakota
10. Tennessee

2016

2017

32
data not available
15
data not available
data not available
0
12
130
data not available
3

985
245
128
107
108
253
80
310
197
100

However, even though claims have skyrocketed and millions of acres of crops have been
impacted by off-target drift, the extent of the actual damage from the dicamba drift cannot
be measured until harvest, when this year’s yields can be measured against yields from the
past. With harvest underway and complaints overwhelming various state agencies, interest
in potential litigation is piquing. For example, from October 27, 2017 to November 2, 2017,

Carson H. Thurman,
cthurman@maronmarvel.com

Preston O. Lee,
plee@maronmarvel.com

Want to contribute to JYL News?
Our Newsletter Chairs are looking for interesting articles, insightful musings and hilarious
commentary that Jackson’s Young Lawyers will enjoy! For a chance to be published in JYL News
submit articles to Anna Little Morris at anna.morris@butlersnow.com and Morgan Miranda
at mmiranda@maronmarvel.com.

Ben C. Lewis,
blewis@maronmarvel.com
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JYL News

JYL Meets Judges, Prosecutor from Estonia
on both the Gulf of Finland and the
Baltic Sea. It has a democratic republic
form of government with a version of a
Parliament, Prime Minister, and headof-state President. Here’s a little about
what we learned and shared.

From left to right, Kadriann Ikkonen, Haley Gregory, Kristine Tamm, Villem Lapimaa, John Dollarhide,
La’Toyia Cooley, and Tanel Saar.

This past April, JYL was contacted to meet with visitors from the country of Estonia
to share with them what life is like for young attorneys in Mississippi. We met with
four visitors: Kadriann Ikkonen, Kristine Tamm, Villem Lapimaa, and Tanel Saar.
Kadriann and Tanel are both trial-court-level judges, and Villem is an appellate-level
judge. Kadriann is a chief prosecutor. We had a wonderful visit, learning and sharing
a great deal of information. For context, Estonia is a Baltic country in Northern
Europe of some 1.3 million people. It sits between Latvia and Russia and has coastline

What we learned from them about their
legal system: The Estonian legal system
is new. Estonia gained its independence
from the Soviet Union in the early 1990s,
so their constitution was drafted and
entered into force in 1992. Their civil
legal system is much less adversarial,
and there are very few private lawyers.
Most Estonians that need recourse in
the courts do not hire a lawyer. The bulk
of the day-to-day civil legal practice
consists of administrative law and taxrelated disputes. Interestingly, many
law school graduates proceed straight
into judgeship by taking a bar-exam
type test.
continued on page 5
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JYL Meets Judges, Prosecutor from Estonia, continued from page 4
What they learned from us about ours: While our Estonian visitors had already
delved into southern culture by the time we met with them (having recently been
sunburned walking around New Orleans), we were actually the first legal industry
Americans they met with. This allowed us to share with them how our adversarial legal
system functions. The Estonians were most surprised to learn that most civil litigants
in America represent themselves.

Save the Date:
Upcoming JYL
Events

What we learned about Estonian culture: We learned that Estonia is a leader in
technology. Skype was invented there, and they recently declared public Wi-Fi a human
right! They were also the first country to hold elections over the internet. We also learned
that tensions with Russia are still very much a part of everyday life. Near the Estonia/
Russia border, spy activity is ongoing – including disappearances and arrests. We learned
that in addition to remnants of the Cold War, Estonia also struggles with maintaining its
own ethnic identity after being occupied by Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union during
World War II. Today, Estonia is very dependent on the European Union and NATO,
especially for defense. It ranks at or near the top of many “livability” ratings.

FEBRUARY

What we shared about our culture: A lot of what our visitors knew about Mississippi
focused on our music. They of course knew of Elvis and recalled that blues music
started here. In relating to the Estonians about tensions with Russia, we noted that
Mississippi (like all of America) is still struggling with issues of equality, especially
racial equality. We noted our advances and progress from when our parents were
children, but that we have a long way to go.

Flash CLE Co-Sponsored by CABA and
JYL on Generational Diversity (free for
members – 2 hours of CLE Credit) –
MS Bar Center

It was a unique opportunity to sit down and learn about the culture of a country that
none of us would have been able to pick out on a map. And it was fun to take a bird’s
eye view of our own legal system and culture in a way that allowed us to give them
insight on daily life as a Jackson Young Lawyer. So, if you’re ever in Estonia, look up
our visitors and tell them we said Hello!

- John Dollarhide jdollarhide@butlernsow.com

Friday, February 9, 2018
(The Manship)
Membership Meeting

MARCH
Saturday, March 10, 2018
Legal Beagle 5K

Friday, March 16, 2018

Connect with Us
For more information about JYL and
JYL News, find us on Facebook and stay
connected.

Event Recap

Fourth Annual Cornhole Tourney
Raises $3,000 for Boys & Girls Club

JYL Athletic Committee Co-Chair Lane Bobo presents the ceremonial check to the Boys & Girls Club of
Central Mississippi.

Over forty young lawyers gathered on October 24 at Fondren Public for JYL’s
Fourth Annual Cornhole Tournament and Silent Auction. The event raised $3,000
to benefit the Boys and Girls Club of Central Mississippi.
Several area firms/companies were represented by competing cornhole teams and
served as sponsors, including Butler Snow; Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes;
Baker Donelson; Carroll Warren & Parker; Maron Marvel; Jones Walker; Burr
Forman, and Trustmark Bank. The event featured fabulous silent auction items,
including gift cards from 16 area restaurants, as well as exercise studios, day spas,
theatres, and boutiques; fine menswear; beverage and bar items; fine office and desk
supplies; various paintings and other fine art; jewelry; home décor items and more.
Special thanks to JYL Athletic Committee Co-Chairs Lane Bobo and Paul
Rosenblatt for planning such a successful event.
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JYL Welcomes New
Lawyers at Bridge the
Gap CLE
Recent inductees into the Mississippi Bar were
welcomed by JYL at the Bridge the Gap CLE
event on September 29. Since the event fell
on National Coffee Day, JYL celebrated that
caffeinated beverage lawyers love by serving up
cups of joe to Mississippi’s newest attorneys.
Thanks to all who helped grow our membership
this fall. Please help us reach out to new young
lawyers in the Jackson area and invite them to
attend one of our upcoming events! Questions
about membership? Contact JYL Communications and Membership Services Committee
Co-Chairs Maggie Kate Bobo (mkbobo@burr.
com) or Torri Armstrong (tarmstrong@bakerdonelson.com).

Help JYL Staff the
Mississippi Blues Marathon
As in previous years, JYL will staff a water station
during the Eleventh Annual Mississippi Blues
Marathon on Saturday, January 27, 2018. Please
consider serving with us! Email JYL Community
Service / Pro Bono Committee Co-Chairs Chelsea
Caveny (chelsea.caveny@splcenter.org) or Michael
Cowan (mcowan@bradley.com) to sign up.
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Event Recap

Recent Meetings Feature Attorneys
from SPLC, Governor’s Office
JYL’s October membership meeting featured a dynamic
presentation from Southern Poverty Law Center’s
Mississippi Managing Attorney (and JYL Alum) Jody
Owens. Jody addressed attendees about the SPLC’s
successes in reforming Mississippi’s juvenile justice
system, as well as the charitable organization’s work in
education and mental health. He also spoke on the status
Drew Snyder
Jody Owens
of racial reconciliation in Mississippi. He encouraged
Deputy Chief of Staff
Managing Attorney
Office of Gov. Phil Bryant
Southern Poverty Law Center
young lawyers to pursue legal work for which they have
a passion, and shared his professional journey from working for a nationally-recognized large law
firm, to a special prosecutor with the Hinds County District Attorney’s office, to the Managing
Attorney of the Mississippi office of the SPLC – where he leads a team of attorneys who litigate
against some of the largest, most successful law firms in the country.
The speaker for JYL’s December meeting was Drew Snyder, Deputy Chief of Staff for the Office of
Governor Phil Bryant. Drew offered an insider’s perspective of the Mississippi Capitol, providing an
overview of the lawmaking process and giving summaries of expected hot-topic legislative issues for
the upcoming 2018 session. Drew also took questions from the audience on a wide range of policy
issues, ranging from Medicaid, Mississippi Public Broadcasting, a state lottery, and the state flag.
Drew encouraged young lawyers to be informed and involved in the legislative process and gave
several resources for doing just that, including MC Law’s Legislative History Project (which provides
video footage of House and Senate floor debate for legislative sessions 2012 to present) and the
official homepage of the Mississippi Legislature (which offers comprehensive information about
the status of filed legislation, contact information for House and Senate members, and more).

JYL Members enjoy visiting with one another (and
showing off new JYL hats and huggies) during the
December JYL Meeting.

Our monthly membership meetings offer
interesting presentations from fellow
attorneys, great food, and good fellowship
with young lawyer friends. Join us for our
next meeting on Friday, February 9 at 12:00
p.m. at The Manship.

Event Recap

JYL Tacky Christmas Party
On December 14th, young lawyers enjoyed free and festive food and drink at our tacky Christmas party
at Mantle in Fondren.
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Philanthropy

Donate Items to
Magnolia Speech
School

JYL was a proud sponsor of the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project Pro Bono Awards Dinner on September 14 at
the Old Capitol Inn. Pictured, in back row from left: Chris Weldy, John Dollarhide, Randall Saxton, Lott Warren, and
Lora Warren. In front row: Alicia Hall, Erin Guyton, Heather Graves, and Chelsea Caveny.

JYL is proud to support the Magnolia
Speech School through an Amazon wish list!
Magnolia Speech School enables children
with communication disorders, like deafness
and language impairments, to develop their
full potential through spoken language and
literacy. The School is a special purpose, nonprofit institution and is a proven leader in
providing progressive, personalized education
to students who need assistance with
communicative skills. Everything purchased
from the list goes directly to students and
teachers at Magnolia Speech School – an easy
way to help support a great cause! Thank you
for your support!

JYL Serving Through “Lawyers in the Library”
Volunteer JYL members recently provided free assistance to a dozen individuals in need of legal counsel at the Lawyers in the Library event,
held at the Margaret Walker Alexander Library in Jackson on October 25. Lawyers offered legal advice in the areas of wills and estates,
expungements, family law, and disability. The event was co-sponsored by JYL and The Mississippi Bar Young Lawyers Division.
Those interested in serving through Lawyers in the Library may contact JYL Community Service / Pro Bono Committee Co-Chair Michael
Cowan at mcowan@bradley.com for more information.

