JYL Legal Beagle Has Record Year

SPRING 2010
OF NOTE:

Nearly six hundred people gathered on the chilly
morning of March 13, 2010,
to participate in the Eleventh
Annual Jackson Young Lawyers Legal Beagle 5K Run/
Walk and One Mile Fun
Run. Despite the cold and
windy weather, the event
was once again a great success, raising more than
$9,000 for the Mississippi
Volunteer Lawyers Project.
The overall winners in
the 5K Run men’s and
women’s categories were
Avery Ainsworth, with a
time of 17:04, and Amy
Macon, with a time of 20:41.
Twenty-one teams participated in the run, and the
Shamrock Stars (Collin Johnson, Mark Lipking, Ray
Henderson, and Don
Kazery) captured first prize
with an impressive time of
58:34. The Mississippi
Walkers (Bennett Randman,
Keith Guy, Laurie Whitten,
Rod Simmons, and Charles
Atkins, Jr.) won the team
walk division with a time of
1:37:29.
The Legal Beagle gives
the legal community an opportunity to join forces with
the local community in rais-

ing money for the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers
Project, a nonprofit organization committed to providing pro bono civil legal
services for underprivileged and impoverished
Mississippi citizens. A
check will be presented to
MVLP Executive Director
Shirley Williams at the
Jackson Young Lawyers
membership meeting in
May.
JYL Athletic Committee
Chairman Brad Moody

 Our annual CLE meeting
and luncheon will take
place on Friday, July 14,
2010 at noon at Hal & Mal’s.
Judge Jimmy Maxwell will
speak about The Appeals
Process. If you haven’t alJYL member Molly Jeffcoat and
Athletic Committee Chairman
Brad Moody helped raise over
$9,000 for the MVLP.

out the tireless efforts of
Leigh Vernon and the Mississippi Track Club. As a
result of everyone’s hard
work, JYL will donate over
$9,000 to the MVLP.”

JYL would like to thank
the sponsors (listed on
page 3 of this newsletter)
and volunteers who
helped to make the race
such a success, the MissisJYL Executive Committee members sippi Track Club, and all
Mary Clay Morgan and Missy
the individuals who parRose finish the annual Legal Bea- ticipated in the event. We
gle strong.
hope to see everyone again
next year!
called this year’s event “a
huge success,” stating, “We
by S. Anna Powers
set a new participation reMs.
Powers
is an associate at
cord with 575 finishers.
Wells Marble & Hurst,
That beats the prior race
PLLC
and a member of the
record of 430 finishers set in
JYL
Newsletter
Committee.
2005. The race would not
have been successful with-

ready done so, click here to
register for this FREE

CLE

no later than today, 5/7.
 Join us for JYL’s Annual
Crawfish Boil on Thursday,
June 20, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at
The Crawdad Hole on Lakeland Drive. Special thanks
to Choice Copy Service for
sponsoring this event.
 The Hinds County Bar Association/Jackson Young Lawyers Golf Tournament is
Tuesday, June 25, 2010.
Please see the flyer at page
10 of this newsletter.

DON’T FORGET to pay your
2010-2011 JYL dues by 6/30/10.
Submissions to the newsletter
may be made to JYL Executive
Director Danielle Ireland at
jacksonyounglawyers@comcast.net.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

2009-2010 JYL OFFICERS &
BOARD MEMBERS

I must confess. I have tried many
Corey Hinshaw, President
times to shirk my responsibility of writchinshaw@watkinseager.com
ing this newsletter column and coerce,
beg and plead for others to do it for me,
Mary Clay Morgan, President-Elect
but alas I had no such luck. So, I am remmorgan@babc.com
signed now to actually writing the last
of my very own column as President of
Alex Purvis, Immediate PastJYL. All kidding aside, I am pleased to
President
be able to reflect on my near year of
apurvis@babc.com
serving this organization as President. This year has certainly gone by
Tanya Dearman Ellis, Secretary
quickly and has been a very busy year for me both personally
DearmanTK@fpwk.com
and professionally. As I reflect on this past bar year, I am continually amazed and humbled by the the many young lawyers
Tiffany Piazza Grove, Treasurer
tgrove@wmjlaw.com
who I have gotten to know and others who I have gotten to know
better that are not only dedicated and hard-working members of
Tiffany Graves, Director
JYL but who are also deeply committed to our profession and to
tgraves@watkinseager.com
our system of justice. I am also reminded
that relationships formed with other young lawyers in this orAnn Heidke, Director
ganization serve not only the purpose of developing personal and
Amn321@hotmail.com
professional relationships for many years to come but
also promotes more collegiality and civility within our profesBrad Moody, Director
sion. We have had a substantial increase in membership this year
bmoody@bakerdonelson.com
thanks to the efforts of many folks, and I trust that both membership and active participation will only continue to increase in the
Melissa Rose, Director
years to come.
Continued on page 7
mrose@pagekruger.com

If you are 37 or
younger, or have
practiced law for
fewer than three
years, you are
eligible for
membership in JYL.
Jackson Young Lawyers

MEMBERSHIP & DUES
Membership in Jackson Young Lawyers is open to any duly licensed
member of the Mississippi Bar who is a resident of the greater Jackson,
Mississippi metropolitan area and is either 37 years of age or younger,
or has been a member of the Mississippi Bar for less than three years.
Annual membership dues are $100 and are billed once a year for each
member. (Membership dues are waived for government and publicinterest employees in their first year of practice and are $50 per year
thereafter.) The dues cover JYL luncheons, newsletters, projects, and
social functions during the year.
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JYL Partners with HCBA for Annual Golf Tournament
The Hinds County Bar Association/Jackson Young Lawyers Golf
Tournament will be held on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, at Annandale
Golf Club. The tournament is a 4person scramble with a shotgun
start at 1:00. The cost is $150 per
player and includes lunch and a
post-tournament cocktail party
with a silent auction. The silent
auction will include gift certificates from several dining establishments from around the area
and other merchandise. Even if
you don’t play golf, we hope you

will join us for this cocktail party
after the tournament starting at
around 5:30.
Each competing 4-person team
must have a combined handicap
of at least 40 or more with only 1
member having a handicap of 10
or less. JYL’s portion of the proceeds from the tournament will go
to The Boys and Girls Club of
Central Mississippi. The registration deadline is May 20,
2010. Checks should be made
payable to Hinds County Bar As-

sociation and mailed, along with a
completed registration form, included in this newsletter at page
10, to Elizabeth Thomas at 1020
Highland Colony Parkway, Suite
1400, Ridgeland, MS 39157. For
more information, call Elizabeth at
601-985-4546. We look forward to
seeing you out at Annandale for
this annual event!

by Matt Grenfell
Mr. Grenfell is an associate at Butler
Snow O’Mara Stevens

Thanks to our 2010 Legal Beagle Sponsors
Adams & Reese

Daniel Coker Horton &
Bell

Mockbee Hall Drake &
Hodge

Dream Cakes

Page Kruger & Holland

Balch & Bingham

Fleet Feet Sports

Regions Bank

Beagle Bagel Café

Forman Perry Watkins
Krutz & Tardy

Robinson Biggs Ingram
Solop & Farris

Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz

Bennett Lotterhos Sulser &
Wilson
Heidelberg Harmon
Blair & Bondurant
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings

Jones Funderburg Sessums Wells Moore Simmons &
Peterson & Lee
Hubbard
Judge Bill Barnett

Brunini Grantham Grower Kinetic Staffing
& Hewes
Mars & Steel Trophies
Butler Snow O’Mara SteMerrill Legal Solutions
vens & Cannada
Capitol Copy & Imaging
Jackson Young Lawyers

Watkins & Eager
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Waller and Waller
Watkins Ludlam Winter &
Stennis
Wilkins Tipton
Wise Carter Child & Caraway
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JYL Members Socialize at the King Edward Hotel
On Thursday, March 18, Jackson Young
Lawyers hosted its second annual pre-St.
Patrick’s Day Parade social. JYL members
came out in their green attire, and enjoyed
the atmosphere of the newly renovated
King Edward Hotel bar while discussing
plans for the upcoming parade festivities.
We had a great turnout, and everyone
enjoyed checking out the new venue
while snacking on hors d’oeuvres and
beverages provided by the King Edward.

At right: JYL
members
Amanda
Green Alexander, Mary
Clay Morgan,
and Missye
Martin visit
with former
JYL member
Drew Martin.

At left: Jennie
Pitts and Trhesa
Patterson enjoy
the King Edward
atmosphere.

JYL member Katrina Dannheim catches up
with Brad Chisolm at the March social.

JYL thanks
Choice
Copy
for
sponsoring
JYL’s 2d Annual Crawfish
Boil, Thursday, May 20,
2010, from 5:30 to 8:00
p.m. at The Crawdad Hole
on Lakeland Drive.
We hope to see you there!
Jackson Young Lawyers
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JYL donates $3,360.48 to Boys and Girls Clubs of
Central Mississippi
velop to their fullest potential. Of
course, this requires long term
consistent funding. We need your
help in achieving our mission in
getting these kids off our streets
and providing them with skills to
live a productive life. The membership fee for a child to attend
the Club is only $25.00 a year. The
actual cost per child is $500.00 a
year.

At the February 2010 JYL
luncheon, JYL President Corey
Hinshaw presented BGCCM
President and CEO, Billy Redd,
with JYL’s portion of the proceeds from last summer’s JYL/
HCBA golf tournament. We
asked Mr. Redd to share a little
bit about his organization and
how JYL members can help.
“I believe in God and the right to
worship according to my own
faith and religion.
I believe in America and the
American way of life, in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
I believe in fair play, honesty and
sportsmanship.
I believe in my Boys & Girls Club,
Jackson Young Lawyers

which stands for these things.”
The beliefs, morals, and attitudes
above are what the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Central Mississippi
teaches to over 3,200 kids every
year. Our six Clubs give these
kids a safe haven where they learn
about social skills, discipline, abstinence, and that education is the
only way to realize a better way of
life. Most of our kids come from
disadvantaged circumstances and
live in the most undesirable areas
in our community. They are
spending over 750,000 hours a
year at our Boys & Girls Clubs instead of being home alone or on
the streets.

JYL and Boys & Girls Clubs of
Central Mississippi have been
partners for over 10 years and together we are making the Central
Mississippi area a better and safer
place to live. As an individual
member of JYL, you can help provide a child an opportunity to attend Boys & Girls Clubs for an
entire year for only $41.66 per
month. If you are interested in
giving a child hope for a year,
please go to our website and click
on the donate now button or email Billy Redd
(bredd@bgccm.net ) for a pledge
form. Your donation can be set up
as a monthly check draft.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Mississippi is extremely thankful for
our long term relationship with
JYL and look forward to working
with you in the future.

Long term consistent involvement
is what is required for kids to deSpring 2010

Page 5

Lieutenant Governor Phil Bryant addresses JYL members
At JYL's February 26th membership
meeting, JYL was honored to have Lieutenant Governor Phil Bryant attend and
discuss the current budget crisis in the
state of Mississippi, the effects of the
budget crisis on state government and
state agencies, and the future implications on the state if the budget shortfalls
continue.
Lieutenant Governor Bryant began
by giving a frank assessment of the
state's current budget situation, saying
in no uncertain terms, "it's bad." He
explained that the state was currently
$458 million below its projected revenue and that the budget situation
would worsen over the next year before
things begin to turn around. He then
addressed and expressed concern over

Bryant said that he would like to see the
state move to a Performance-Based
Budgeting System and that he had
formed the Commission for a New Mississippi to look at solutions for the
state's budging system.

JYL Speakers Committee Chair Ashley
Tullos-Young welcomes Lt. Gov. Phil
Bryant to the JYL February membership
meeting.

Mississippi's current budgeting system,
which he described as confusing, broken, and politically motivated. He supported his contentions by pointing out
that the system had been unable to effectively forecast the state revenue for
some 17 years. As a fix to the current
budgeting system, Lieutenant Governor

Finally, Lieutenant Governor Bryant
touched on several issues of particular
importance to JYL members, including
how the budget shortfall was having a
detrimental impact on the judicial system and District Attorneys and their
staff and the Attorney General's hiring
of private lawyers to pursue litigation
on behalf of the state.
by Ashley Tullos-Young
Ms. Tullos-Young is an associate at Baker
Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz.

JYL Elects Board for 2010-2011 Membership Year
Congratulations to the newlyelected members of the 20102011 JYL Executive Board:

President:
Mary Clay Morgan
Past-President: Corey Hinshaw
Director:
Brad Moody
Director:
Tiffany Graves

President-Elect: Missy Rose
Secretary:
Jennie Pitts
Treasurer:
Lindsay Thomas
Director:
Michael Bentley
Director:
Marlena Pickering
The following persons will also
remain on the Board for the
next bar year effective June 1,
2010:

Jackson Young Lawyers

The new Executive Board is
looking forward to the upcoming year, and we would love to
have your help! If you are interested in leading a committee,
please contact Mary Clay Morgan and mmorgan@babc.com or
601-592-9945. You can also sign
up for a committee on JYL’s
website:
www.jacksonyounglawyers.com
/committees

by Mary Clay Morgan
Ms. Morgan is an associate at
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
Spring 2010
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Pro Bono Committee Spotlight: JYL Member Jay McDaniel
Jay McDaniel is an Associate at Butler
Snow O’Mara Stevens & Cannada PLLC
in Jackson. Jay has been practicing law
since September of 2008. Jay has provided
pro bono services to the less fortunate since
he began practicing. Jay also worked on
several pro bono cases while clerking for
various Jackson law firms during law
school. He began accepting pro bono cases
from the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyer
Project (MVLP) and Mission First Legal
Aid Clinic in September of 2008. Since
that time, he has completed two cases and
is currently working on three other pro
bono matters.
Jay has many fond memories of his pro
bono work; including the sense of satisfaction he gained from helping a Grandmother adopt her Grandson. The child’s
mother died as a result of complications
during child birth, and the child had lived
with his Grandmother since his mother’s
untimely death. Helping this Grandmother formalize her relationship with

Jay believes young lawyers have an
“obligation to help people who can’t help
themselves.” Jay further noted that providing pro bono work involves helping
“real people with real needs, and allows
young lawyers to gain a sense of satisfaction upon completion of a case.” Jay believes every young lawyer can and should
take on a pro bono case. He noted that
“both MVLP and Mission First have great
resources including a trained staff, handouts and various materials to assist lawyers with the completion of their cases.”

her Grandson, and see the case through to
completion was a worthwhile experience.
Jay stated “it was enjoyable to help someone who genuinely needed my assistance.”

Jay advises young lawyers to speak
with their firms regarding whether time
credit is given for pro bono work. Jay
noted, however, that his pro bono cases
have not become a burden, nor have they
placed a strain on his daily practice.
by Ashley H. Nader
Ms. Nader is an associate at Butler Snow
O’Mara Stevens & Cannada, PLLC and a
member of the JYL Newsletter Committee

Continued from Page 2: President’s Corner
Not only does JYL offer opportunities for young lawyers to socialize and grow professionally, JYL
also serves and gives to the community in many ways. In March, JYL hosted the tenth annual Legal
Beagle benefitting the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project. Brad Moody, with continued, invaluable assistance from Leigh Vernon, worked tirelessly this year to mark the Legal Beagle's tenth anniversary. And did they ever. JYL's Legal Beagle had a record number of participants and, consequently, a record amount of money was raised for the MVLP. Also, JYL participated in the Mississippi Bar YLD's Wills for Heroes program at the end of March and provided basic wills, powers of
attorney and advance healthcare directives to interested first responders from the Jackson Fire Department. We received a very kind thank you note from Chief McNulty of the JFD. Those first responders who took advantage of the program were pleased to have these services provided to them
free of charge. I was personally pleased to see several young, new members of JYL participating in
this community service project.
by Corey D. Hinshaw
Mr. Hinshaw is an associate at Watkins & Eager and the outgoing President of JYL.
Jackson Young Lawyers

Spring 2010

Page 7

May it Please the Court
With Judges Leslie Southwick and Malcolm Harrison
This issue we have the benefit of receiving insight from
both a state and federal court perspective. The Honorable Leslie
Southwick, of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit, and the Honorable Malcolm Harrison, of the Circuit
Court of Hinds County, graciously agreed to impart some of
their wisdom upon our group regarding how to become a more
efficient, balanced young lawyer.
Judge Southwick, a native Texan, was confirmed on
October 24, 2007, to the United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit. Judge Southwick previously served as a member of
the Mississippi Court of Appeals from the court’s creation in
1995 through December 2006. In 2005, Judge Southwick served
in Iraq as a member of the Mississippi National Guard’s 155th
Brigade Combat Team. While on duty, he served as a Deputy
Staff Judge Advocate and Staff Judge Advocate. Judge Southwick also served as a Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the
U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Division. Prior to serving as a
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, he had a general practice
with the Jackson firm of Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes.
Judge Southwick serves as a visiting professor at the
Mississippi College School of Law. Additionally, Judge Southwick serves his community as a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity. He served as a board member and past president of the
Jackson Servant Leadership Corps. Judge Southwick is also an
active member of the American Inns of Court, Judge Charles
Clark Chapter.
Judge Harrison, of Jackson, was appointed to the Circuit Court of Hinds County on October 27, 2009, by Governor
Haley Barbour. Judge Harrison formerly served as the County
Prosecuting Attorney for Hinds County. As Hinds County
Prosecuting Attorney, Judge Harrison was involved in several
organizations including U.S. Attorney’s Project Safe Neighborhood; Hinds County Auto Safe Crimes Taskforce; and Hinds
County Criminal Justice Coordination Counsel.
Judge Harrison is actively involved in the legal community. He is a member of the American Bar Association; Mississippi Bar Association; Magnolia Bar Association; and Hinds
County Bar Association. Additionally, Judge Harrison is an active member of the Farish Street Missionary Baptist Church.
JYL: What advice would you have for a young lawyer?
Judge Southwick: Keep a balance in your life. If you think of
your life in terms of a resume, I urge you to have large sections
on it for family, and friends, and faith.
Judge Harrison: Young lawyers should be active in all bar associations, especially state and local associations. Being active
gives young lawyers an opportunity to meet each other on a personal basis. It also gives young lawyers an opportunity to meet

Jackson Young Lawyers

and learn from more experienced attorneys who can guide them
in their legal careers. Young lawyers should not become so overwhelmed with work that they lose sight of their family and
friends; they should strive to do their best work while at the
same time ensuring quality time for those most important to
them.
JYL: What should a lawyer never do?
Judge Southwick: Do not assume. Period. This is trite, perhaps,
but it is a lesson I continually have to relearn. The difficulty with
the learning is that it is so easy to fail to notice the assumptions.
A story emphasizing the point is that two people were riding a
train. The non-lawyer remarks that a sheep they see grazing in
the adjacent field had been sheared. The lawyer responds, “at
least this side has been.” More relevant and recurring examples
include not assuming that a statute interpreted in a precedent
you want to cite was not later amended, or that a prior court
opinion with the language you like had a majority in its favor as
opposed only to a plurality. If you go to what is supposed to be
a brief status hearing, do not assume you will not have to address more substantive issues.
Judge Harrison: A lawyer should never appear before a judge
unprepared. A lawyer should always be prepared to advocate
their client’s case to the best of their ability. While advocacy is
important, an attorney should never misrepresent case law to the
court.
JYL: What is your advice to the young trial/appellate practitioner on how to focus on important components of a case?
Judge Southwick: Controlled passion is a key trait for an appellate advocate. A lawyer must believe in the case being presented, even in your side’s equities, no matter how difficult that
might be in particular situations. If the lawyer does not believe,
that will likely be obvious to the judge. Then the judge will not
believe either. Balancing that fervor, though, must be an ability
to analyze the facts and law dispassionately. In preparing a case,
try to remove yourself from your personal interests and look at it
as would a judge or mediator. What are the weaknesses, the
points on which equity or law seemingly favor the opponent?
Then work to respond convincingly to those.
Judge Harrison: A lawyer should not loose site of the forest for
the trees meaning that he or she should not focus on one part to
the detriment of the overall case. It is important to remember the
big picture and all aspects of the case. Sometimes an attorney
cannot predict what area of a case the judge may want to focus
on and it’s important to know the whole case so that the attorney
can advocate for his side.

Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8: May it Please the Court
JYL: So much of modern practice involves written advocacy.
How should lawyers work to better their written work product?

ing of facts or law. So give an oral argument your very best effort,
with a practice round or two with others familiar with the case.
But do not panic. And it may help to keep in mind that judges
Judge Southwick: Less is more. Judges have more to read than
once stood where you are in oral argument. Accordingly, most
they want. A lengthy recital in briefs of irrelevant facts, repeating
will be sympathetic to those who have the jitters. Never use as an
of points, and in other ways forcing as many words on a page and
excuse that you cannot answer a question because you did not try
as many pages into a brief as are permitted, are unlikely to be
a case and were only assigned the appeal. You are your client’s
beneficial. On the other hand, frequently give the reader a few
lawyer, there to present the case as ably as it can be presented. It
extra words that identify what is ahead. For example, use headmay be necessary at times to admit you were not trial counsel, but
ings. Also, explain before you describe a precedent why that case
it is not a very good defense to any deficiency in your knowledge.
should matter. Conceptually, try to put yourself in the mind of
A discussion at counsel table while the other side is arguing
the reader and realize that before you read a paragraph, you
should be avoided. When it must occur, make it brief and exwould want to know why that paragraph is worth reading. The
tremely quiet. Reactions to the other side’s argument through
connection even of each new sentence to the preceding one
facial expressions and comments at counsel table are unprofesshould be clear quickly. The connection should not be through
sional. One egregious example I witnessed drew a significant
excessive use of “however,” “moreover,” “for example,” and the
rebuke from one of the judges.
like, but think in such terms when writing. Writing that smoothly
Judge Harrison: Lawyers should always be prepared. Lawyers
flows, that does not lurch from one thought to another with the
should listen to the court and answer the questions that are asked,
connection between paragraphs and even sentences unclear, is
not the questions that they prepared to answer beforehand. After
persuasive writing.
an attorney answers the question directly asked, he or she may
Judge Harrison: All lawyers should proof read their work and re
proceed with persuasive argument.
-write to correct for grammatical errors. All work should be
JYL: What is something that a lawyer in the 21 st Century should
proofed at least twice. Lawyers should not assume that the court
never forget?
knows the facts of the case from previous filings and should inJudge Southwick: Airlines lose luggage, apparently without reclude a summary of the pertinent facts to any motion filed. Lawgard to whether you paid extra for the privilege of checking a bag.
yers should avoid too much repetition, while some repetition is
Never fly to a court hearing without the clothes you need for the
necessary, whole paragraphs do not need to be repeated in differargument firmly in your grasp on the plane. One lawyer recently
ent sections of their motions and other pleadings submitted to the
gained some sympathy with a panel of judges in New Orleans for
court.
his sad tale, presented in jeans and a knit shirt, of how his luggage
JYL: What are your suggestions to counsel appearing before the
was lost the night before by the airline. The sympathy was lost
Court? What mistakes should be avoided?
when he said it was the second time it had happened to him.
Judge Southwick: The usual - advice be courteous, be prepared,
Judge Harrison: Lawyers should remember that the Rules, all
be honest and candid, strive to know the facts and the law better
rules, still apply to them. Lawyers should remember that as
than anyone else in the courtroom - is foundational. Though the
members of a profession, they should strive to do the best for the
foundation is obvious, it is sometimes overlooked. The stress of
client but should also remember to treat others in their profession
presenting an oral argument on a case is unavoidable. It might
with courtesy and civility.
reduce the stress just a bit if you remind yourself that the briefs
by Ashley H. Nader
have gotten the case most of the way to its likely resolution. ArMs. Nader is an associate at Butler Snow O’Mara Stevens & Cannada,
gument matters only on the margins, on the close legal issues,
PLLC
perhaps on correcting or adding depth to the judges’ understand-
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